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present to be unsatisfactory. As regards prevention, Dr.

Bahr thinks that mosquito destruction on the same lines as
for malaria and yellow fever is the only means likely to

prove of service in eradicating or seriously mitigating this
important helminthiasis. Further continued investigation of
filariasis in Fiji and other places in the Pacific is obviously
desirable in order to settle some of the outstanding problems
associated with filariasis and elephantiasis. Dr. Bahr’s

report may be confidently recommended to all who are

desirous of studying the subject. His investigations con-

-stitute an important contribution to our knowledge of this
interesting branch of helminthology.

What to Do in Cases of Poisoning. By WILLIAM MURRELL,
M.D. Brux., F.R.C.P. Lond., Senior Physician to the West-
minster Hospital. Eleventh edition. London : H. K. Lewis.
1912. Pp. 283. Price 3s. net.-When a small guide-book of
this class has reached its eleventh edition but little remains to
be said of it. Its popularity is evidence of the numbers that
have found it useful. The present edition has been revised
and brought up to date, and many new poisons which modern
chemistry has added to the druggist’s armamentarium are
included. Several of these, among which may be especially
mentioned veronal, have already a long list of deaths to their
score.

MISCELLANEOUS VOLUMES.
ONE hardly looks on a directory as interesting literature,

yet it is surprising how much interest can be extracted

from a cursory perusal of the pages of the City of London
Year Book and Civic Directory, 1912 (London : W. H. and
L. Oollingridge. Pp. 382. Price 5s. net). While the
information contained is, of course, largely mercantile-
Stock Exchange, Baltic, and Lloyd’s members, banks,
liverymen, and trades’ directories-full information is also
conveyed in regard to the corporation and London County
Council, the City officials, and, what is of more special
interest to the medical profession, hospitals, asylums, and
dispensaries, schools, Poor-law medical officers, sanitary
administration, and so forth. The histories of the various

livery companies are given. Special mention must be made
of the excellent portrait of London’s first medical Lord Mayor,
Sir Thomas Boor Crosby, M.D., Master of the Society of
Apothecaries. -As educational guides for members of the
scholastic profession, parents, and pupils the Schoolmasters’
Year Book and Directory for 1912 (London : Year Book Press.
Pp. lxxx. + 400 + 730. Price 12s. 6d. net) and the Public
Schools Year Book, 1912, edited by Messrs. H. F. W.

DEANE and W. A. EvANS (London: Same publishers.
Pp. xxiii. + 797. Price 3s. 6d. net) will prove of great
use and value. "The Schoolmasters’ Year Book," in addi-
tion to an alphabetical list of secondary schoolmasters, con-
tains a large amount of general information, including
articles on the work of the year in the scholastic world,
on administration, educational societies and organisations,
examinations, degrees, diplomas, and so forth, while there
is a list of secondary schools in alphabetical order, together
with the names of their headmasters, officers, and the fees.
" The Public Schools Year Book," which is the official organ
of reference to the Headmasters’ Conference, provides
information about the public schools in a concise and handy
form for reference. The list of entrance scholarships and the
articles on the various professions give exactly the kind of
assistance that the parent or prospective pupil is likely to
require.-In A Guide to the Income Tax. (London Effingham
Wilson. 1912. Pp. 148. Price 2s. 6d. net) Mr. F. B. Leeming
shows how to make the return and prepare accounts in

support, how to recover excess paid, or obtain reduction. He
divides the taxpaying community into those who do not pay
what they ought and those who pay more than they need,

and essays to lead the former into the right path and to show
the latter the absurdity of paying too much for want of
taking a very little trouble. It is pretty safe to say that
very few of the first class will be found among medical men ;
on the other hand, many of the second class may be very
thankful for his assistance. A professional experience of
over 30 years in the accounts of all sorts and conditions
of men constitutes the author’s title to deal with the subject.
There are appendices containing settled cases and the legal
definition of the scope of the Acts and court decisions (sup-
plied by Mr. Thomas Charles Jarvis, barrister-at-law).&mdash;&mdash;
In Spain the problems that confront the medical profession
are no less acute than in other lands. In El Malestar de la

Clase Midica (Bnrgos: Hijos de Santiago Rodriguez. 1912.

Pp. 196. Price 3 pesetas), the author, Dr. Rogelio Perez,
while giving an account of the status of the medical profes-
sion and the disabilities, economical, social, and ethical, from
which it suffers, puts forth a strong plea for united action
among his confr&egrave;res in the common cause. The second part
of the book deals with the status and organisation of the
medical profession in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany,
and England, the latter article being supplied by Dr.
Jameson Johnson, of Dublin, and the details afford interest-
ing matter for comparison. It may be noted that the author

acknowledges his indebtedness to Esperanto for the data used
in the compilation of the second part of the book, whereby
alone it was possible for him to solve the problem of obtain-
ing trustworthy information from other countries, with the
languages of which he was not fully acquainted.

JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES.

The Joiernal of Physiology. Edited by J. N. LANGLEY,
Sc.D., F.R.S. Vol. XLIV. Nos. 1 and 2. March 29th,
1912. London: C. F. Clay, Cambridge University Press.
Pp. 1-124. Price 7s. 6d.-In the first 42 pages H. Hartridge
deals with three allied subjects-viz., a Spectroscopic
Method of Estimating Carbon-monoxide, the Action of
Various Conditions on Carbon-monoxide H&aelig;moglobin, and
Heat Coagulation of Haemoglobin Compounds. There are

two methods in use for the estimation of CO, one the
colorimetric carmine method of Haldane, the other the

spectroscopic method of Hufner, which depends on the fact
that if a substance abscrbs from transmitted light any
particular wave lengths, then an alteration in the amount
of that substance passed through will of necessity affect the
intensities of those rays that are involved in the absorption.
After mentioning the factors governing the relation of

absorption to colour, the author describes his method, for
which we must refer the reader to the original paper. The

author claims that the time required for estimation is far
shorter with the spectroscopic method, while the quantity of
blood used is only 0.01 c.c., and light changes have no
influence on this method, which is not the case with the
carmine method ; also the presence of other pigments in the
blcod, with the exception of NOHb, is without influence on
the method. The second paper is based on the observation
that when air containing even as much as 1 per cent. of

CO is shaken with blood solution in bright sunlight no pink
colour at all is observed in the solution, yet when the bottle
is shaken in the dark the pink colour at once reappears,
thus showing the powerful dissociation caused by sunlight.
The author finds that dilution, lactic acid, CO2, and certain
acid and basic salts are without influence on the final

saturation of haemoglobin with CO; while light, tempera-
ture, and species have a very marked influence. As to light,
the ultra-violet rays are most active. Regarding heat

coagulation of haemoglobin compounds, the rates of coagu-
lation of COHb are roughly those of O2Hb at 11&deg; C.
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higher, while the stability of the COHb molecule to

moist heat corresponds with its behaviour to other dissocia-
ting processes. NOHb, although able to displace CO from
combination with lib, is itself unstable. It tends to change
spontaneously, even at room temperature, into alkaline

metbasmoglobin. F. W. Twort and E. Mellanby deal with
Creatin-destroying Bacilli in the Intestine and their Isolation.
Most of the evidence as to the part played by creatin and
creatinin in the intestine depends on feeding experiments.
These bodies appear late in the chemical history of animal
compounds in vertebrates, and perhaps their function is

a highly specialised one. The authors refer to Folin’s
results: that creatin taken by the mouth with a diet

poor in nitrogen is almost entirely retained in the

body-neither creatin nor the nitrogen is excreted ; while
if much nitrogen be taken in the diet the creatin
is largely excreted unchanged. The suggestion is

made that as creatin is highly susceptible to bacterial

decomposition, Folin’s results were due to the action of

intestinal bacteria. The authors find that a large Gram-
positive strictly anaerobic bacillus can be isolated from

human faeces which can destroy creatin. It acts best in a

medium containing solid muscle, and its rapidity of action
is increased by bacilli of the colon type, probably by pro-
ducing more perfect anaerobiosis. Some lactose fermenters
and the tetanus bacillus destroy creatin. These results show
that in the interpretation of creatin-feeding experiments the
action of intestinal bacteria must be taken into account.

C. Funk continues his researches on the Effects of a Diet of
Polished Rice, and he finds that in polyneuritis in birds,
produced by a diet of polished rice, the analysis of the

brains shows a sensible diminution from the normal of

nitrogen and phosphorus content in a proportion which
suggests a breakdown of the lipoids of the brain.

J. Parkinson deals with the Effect of Inhalation of Oxygen
on the Rate of the Pulse in Health. After referring to the
work of other observers the author states that he made 20

experiments and five controls on ten healthy students.
Tracings were taken by Mackenzie’s ink polygraph ; the pre-
cautions observed are stated in the text. It was found that
the rate of the pulse in health is reduced by the inhalation
of commercial pure oxygen from a cylinder for 30 minutes.
J. F. Gaskell, proceeding from the fact that the presence of
tissues corresponding to those of the suprarenal cortex and
medulla in all vertebrates has been known for some time,
gives an account of Giacomini’s work in which reliance was
chiefly placed on histological investigation and on the

bichromate reaction. The present investigation, on the

Distribution and Physiological Action of the Suprarenal
Medullary Tissue in Petromyzon Fluviatilis, was undertaken
to determine whether the identity of the chrome-staining
tissue with adrenal tissue could be substantiated by phy-
siological methods. This tissue is spread very widely
throughout the body and is in intimate relation with
the large veins, with the large arteries, and even more
intimately with the posterior nerve roots. Extracts

cause a rise of blood pressure in the cat which can

be matched by measured adrenalin injections. Extracts

of all other tissues gave depressor effects. The chrome-

staining tissue of P. fluviatilis is therefore identical with
the medullary substance of the mammalian suprarenal
gland. E. D. Adrian and Keith Lucas contribute a most

elaborate and highly technical paper on the Summation of
Propagated Disturbances in Nerve and Muscle, which is of
importance to pure physiologists, but which does not admit
of a concise summary in the space at our disposal. The short

abstracts of Proceedings of the Physiological Society are :
A New Calorimeter for Small Warm-blooded Animals, by
A. V. Hill ; Some Effects of Heat on the Sartorius Muscle

of the Frog, by W. Burridge and F. G. L. Scott ; and
Calorimetric Observations on Man, by J. S. Macdonald.

Geitsohrift f iir Cleemotlaerecpie und Ve"1vandte 6ebiete.

Herausgegeben von P. EnRLiCH. F. KnAUS, A. v. WASSER-
MANN. Redaktion : Fit. KEYSSEM. II. Teil. Referate. Erster

JahrgaDg. Heft 2. Leipsio : Georg Thieme. Price,
Originale, Band (4 Hefte) M.20 ; Referate, Jahrlich,
12 Hefte, M.40.-This number contains abstracts of the

principal communications in the English, German, French,
Italian, Scandinavian, Dutch, and Hungarian languages on
therapy based on the elective affinities of chemicals for

particular body tissues and the organisms affecting them.
The abstracts are written in either English, French, or

German, principally the last.

Reports and Analytical Records
FROM

THE LANCET LABORATORY.

LAIBOSE.

(FAIRCHILD BROS. AND FOSTER, ALBERT CHAMBERS, 64, 65, HOLBORN-
VIADUCT, LONDON, E.C.)

WE are told that laibose is a food composed of the solids
of pure whole milk and the entire digestible substance of
whole wheat, and our analysis endorses this statement.

We found, for example, protein, carbohydrate, fat, and

mineral matters, present in proportions compatible with the
use of wheat and milk digested together. Close upon 75

per cent. of the preparation was found to be soluble in water.
Further analysis gave the following results: moisture, 3. 50
per cent. ; mineral matter, 4-90 per cent. ; proteins, 15. 69
per cent. ; fat, 24’60 per cent. ; and carbohydrate, 51’ 31

per cent. The mineral matter consisted principally of the
phosphates of calcium and potassium. These results point
to the nutritive value of the preparation, and its general
appearance and character bear evidence of a careful process
of manufacture. Its flavour is pleasant, and it is free from
starch. It should be of value in infant and invalid feeding.

ENGLISH ALE (COMPARATIVELY SUGAR-FREE).

(FBEMMX BROS., MAIDS TONE, AND DANES-ROAD, CAMBEBWELL,
LONDON, S.E.)

Our attention has been drawn to this ale by a medical
practitioner who has found that on account of its relatively
small amount of sugar it can be recommended in moderate

quantities to sufferers from diabetes. He has reported to
us that this ale did not by itself as an addition to the diet
produce any fresh excretion of sugar, and in three cases in
which a pint daily was taken no return of sugar in the urine
was shown. He suggests that as a little alcohol is often
beneficial in diabetic cases this malt liquor provides a suit-
able and palatable beverage. Analysis quickly differentiates
this ale from ordinary English ale as the following results
which we have obtained show : alcohol by volume, 6’17 per
cent. ; extractives, 2’55 per cent. ; mineral matter, 0 - 30 per
cent. ; volatile acidity reckoned as acetic acid, 0 - 084 per
cent. ; fixed acid reckoned as lactic acid, 0’014 per cent. ;
maltose, 0’66 per cent. ; and dextrin, I - 05 per cent. It will
be seen that the total malt extractives in this ale are

relatively low, and in fact the quantity is less than half
of that shown in ordinary beer. It is considerably less than
that contained in strong beers. Similarly, the amounts of
sugar and dextrin are consideraby less than the quantity
of these constituents commonly present in ordinary beer.
The ale was in sound condition and had a pleasant clean


